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Fort Recovery Schools Earn a Five Star Rating on Report Card!
As you may know, the district received its annual school report card in September for the 2023-2024 school year. 
Overall, Fort Recovery Local Schools received 5 stars which is the highest possible rating! Obviously, there is a lot 
more going on in schools than can be boiled down into one single report card, but there is some important information 
that can be viewed on these annual documents. There are five overall components that districts are rated on that 
make up the overall score. Below is a brief, general summary of what each component includes, as well as Fort 
Recovery Local Schools rating on each area:
	 ● �Achievement is a combined measure of how our students performed overall on the state assessments. 

This is called a performance index rating. This year, our school was ranked 42 out of 800+ school districts 
in Ohio. To give you some perspective, we were ranked 101 in 2018.

	 ● �Progress looks at how much growth students are making based on their past performance. A three-star 
rating signifies that students met growth expectations set by the state.

	 ● �Gap Closing measures the improvement of students in certain subgroups such as those with disabilities, 
identified as gifted students, or economically disadvantaged students.

	 ● �Graduation is a combined measure of students graduating within four or five years of entering high school. 
State law does allow a student’s education to continue until age 22 under certain circumstances and these 
situations can factor into this overall score.

	 ● �Early Literacy measures reading improvement and proficiency for students in grades K-3.
	 ● �College, Career, Workforce, and Military Readiness is not an official measure yet, but is tentatively 

coming in the fall of 2025 following the conclusion of this school year. It will measure a students “readiness” 
for post-high school employment or education through 
a variety of factors. 

Overall, Fort Recovery Local Schools is a high-performing school 
in the state of Ohio and that is truly a testament to our staff, 
students, and community. Regardless of our report card, we are 
always working to improve and continually provide the best, most 
fiscally responsible education we can for our students both inside 
and outside of the classroom. You can view our report card and 
look-up additional information at the following website - https://
reportcard.education.ohio.gov/.
Thank you for your continued support of Fort Recovery Local 
Schools and go Indians!
Tony Stahl
Superintendent
stahlt@fortrecoveryschools.org
419-375-4139
X (Twitter) - @FRLS_Indians



October 21-25 is National School Bus Safety Week
Stop for School Buses

When you see a school bus slowing down or stopping, it’s not just the bus that you need to have your 
eyes on – but the surrounding area, too. Children wait at least several feet away from a bus and often 
cross the street when they’re boarding or getting off the bus. This is why you must stop for school buses, 
and not attempt to pass.

Illegal School Bus Passing

Illegal school bus passing poses a significant threat to children and others on the road. In every state, it is 
illegal for you to pass a school bus while the stop-arm is extended and the red lights are flashing.

Understanding School Bus Lights 

Learn the school bus laws  and always follow them, as well as the flashing lights that school bus drivers 
use to alert you.  

● Yellow flashing lights indicate the bus is preparing to stop to load or unload children. You 
should slow down and prepare to stop your vehicle.

● Red flashing lights and extended stop arms indicate the bus has stopped and children are 
getting on or off. You must stop your car and wait until the red lights stop flashing, the 
extended stop-arm is withdrawn, and the bus begins moving, before you can start driving 
again.

Bus Stop Safety
Parents, it’s important to talk to your child, or children about bus stop safety. Here are some tips.

Before the Bus Arrives

Your child should arrive at the bus stop at least five minutes before the bus arrives. Ahead of the new 
school year, visit the bus stop and show your child where to wait for the bus, at least ten feet — five giant 
steps — away from the curb. Remind your child that the bus stop is not a place to run or play.

Getting On and Off Safely

When the school bus arrives, your child should wait until the bus comes to a complete stop, the door 
opens, and the driver says it’s okay to get on or off. Your child should use the handrails to avoid falling. 

Always Use Caution Around the Bus 

Your child should never walk behind a school bus. If your child must cross the street in front of the bus, 
tell them to walk on a sidewalk or along the side of the street to a place at least ten feet — five giant steps 
— in front of the bus before crossing. Your child should also make eye contact with the bus driver

before crossing to make sure the driver can see that 
they’re crossing to avoid the danger zone. If your 
child drops something near the school bus, like a 
phone or book, the safest thing is for your child to 
tell the bus driver right away. Your child should not 
try to pick up the item, because the driver might not 
be able to see them.

All information courtesy of the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration



One of the key components of the curriculum at Fort Recovery High School is to prepare students for whichever career path 
they choose post-graduation. While the curriculums of our core classes certainly help students gain the knowledge to be 
successful in their future careers, there are many other programs built into our schedule and classes that allow for this to 
happen. A few of these include:

● Career Explorations Class – All students at FRHS are required to take Career Explorations in order to graduate. 
Most students take this class as a Junior. In this class, students are exposed to a variety of careers, while learning 
about their own interests and aptitudes. The students also receive instruction on the 14 Professional Skills deemed 
important to succeed in the workplace. These include Reliability, Work Ethic, Punctuality, Discipline, 
Teamwork/Collaboration, Professionalism, Learning Agility, Critical Thinking/Problem Solving, Leadership, 
Creativity/Innovation, Oral and Written Communications, Digital Technology, Global/Intercultural Fluency, and Career 
Management. Upon instruction of these skills, students are then tasked with earning their 
OhioMeansJobs(OMJ)-Readiness Seal by having three different experienced and trusted mentors validate their 
demonstration of these skills in school, work, or the community. Students who earn this certificate will have a 
valuable resource to include on their resumés that will verify to employers that the applicant demonstrates these 
professional skills. 

● Personal Finance Class – All students at FRHS are required to take Personal Finance in order to graduate. Most 
students take this class as a Junior. This course helps students evaluate resources, financial institutions, and 
services that meet individual and family goals; weigh the costs of college vs. workforce; protect financial health 
including credit and debit cards; practice smart investing strategies; and learn other general financial strategies.

● College Visits/Job Shadowing – All students, at FRHS, are encouraged to take college visits and job shadow 
throughout the school year. Each student may have up to three college visit days and two job shadow days off of 
school per year. Utilizing these days effectively will allow students to experience jobs or colleges first hand in order to 
assist them in their future decision making.

● Career Lunch & Learns – New this year to the high school are Career Lunch & Learns. During these Lunch & 
Learns, local business and industry representatives give up to an hour-long presentation during the students’ lunch 
on career opportunities in their particular career field. Presentations thus far have included Mercer Health, Kaup 
Pharmacy, Precision Strip, and Columbus Fire/EMT. These Lunch & Learns are open to all students in the high 
school and serve as a valuable resource for learning about career opportunities. If you are interested in presenting at 
one of these Lunch & Learns throughout the school year, please contact Brian Reichert at 419-375-4111 or 
reichertb@fortrecoveryschools.org. We are continually looking for presentations from a variety of career fields to 
expose students to different types of careers available around and outside of our community.

● Industry Recognized Credentials – Students at FRHS have the opportunity to earn valuable licensures, 
certifications, or credentials at no cost to them throughout high school. Current credentials available this school year 
include Sports Officiating, Retail Industry Fundamentals, Customer Service & Sales, Grain Commodity Testing, and 
Part 107 Drone Piloting License, with the possibility of more being added. FRHS will continue to expand upon these 
offerings in future years as more of these credentials become embedded into our class curriculums. Providing 
students opportunities to earn valuable certificates as a part of their high school curriculum will benefit the students 
as they apply for colleges or jobs after graduation. 

I encourage you to follow Fort Recovery High School on Social
Media (Facebook and X) and take a deep dive into our school’s
website to stay up to date on all of the great work the students 
at FRHS are doing!

Ryan Steinbrunner, HS Principal 
steinbrunnerr@fortrecoveryschools.org
419-375-4111
X (Twitter) - @FRHSPrincipal
Facebook - @FRHighSchool

Dates to Remember
Oct. 18 - End of 1st Nine Weeks
Oct. 18 - Football Senior Night
Oct. 23-26 - FFA National Convention
Oct. 23 - Blood Drive
Oct. 25 - Grade Cards Available
Nov. 5 - Americanism Test (10th-12th Graders)
Nov. 7 - Parent/Teacher Conferences
Nov. 7 - Financial Aid Night
Nov. 12 - NHS Induction
Nov. 12 - Parent/Teacher Conferences



Attention FRHS Alumni
(Class of 2019 and before)

We are trying to collect data about where the path of life has taken you since high school. 
Please go to FortRecoverySchools.org and take our brief Alumni Survey

Schools > High School > Alumni Survey





It’s hard to believe, but the fall sports season will be winding down here soon. I first want to send a shout-out to our Middle 
School Cheerleading, Cross Country, Volleyball, and Football teams and coaches on great seasons so far. 

One of the goals at our school is to equip young people for all the realities of today’s world. With that in mind, we have 
partnered with CharacterStrong – an organization that provides training for educators and curricula for students. Their work 
in grades 6-12 focus on 3 main outcomes: increasing a sense of belonging for all students, improving skills that support 
student well-being, and deepening student engagement in their academics, in their school, and in their community. Here’s 
what the data tells us:

Here’s what the data tells us:

● A sense of belonging in school is one of the most important conditions for learning and a fundamental support for 
social and emotional well-being. Nearly ⅓ of all students report a weak sense of belonging in their schools. 
Roughly half of 6th – 12th grade students say they don’t enjoy coming to school most of the time.

● Mental health challenges for teens have been increasing and 7 out of 10 teens in the U.S. (between 13 and 17 
years old) have named anxiety or depression as a major problem among their peers.

● Student engagement drives learning and supports school success.
● This curriculum was created to support school communities as they engage in the work of preparing young people 

to thrive in the 21st century. The research supports the effectiveness of this content to increase student’s 
academic success and college & career readiness. The lessons focus on developing skills and mindsets around 
building positive habits, understanding our emotions, improving teamwork, and increasing empathy. We will be 
using this during our Tribe Days throughout the course of the year! 

We want to take a moment to express our gratitude to a couple of local organizations that have become a cherished part of 
our school community. For the past 10 years, the Mary Help of Christians Ladies Sodality Sewing Group has provided free 
t-shirts to our new students, helping to foster a sense of belonging and school spirit from day one.

These t-shirts, designed and made by Be You Boutique, not only serve as a warm welcome to our newcomers but also 
symbolize our inclusive environment. Each year, we see students proudly wearing their shirts, which sparks a shared 
identity among peers. 

We are incredibly thankful to these organizations for their ongoing support and commitment to our students. As we 
celebrate this milestone, we look forward to continuing these partnerships for many more years to come. Thank you!

Looking forward to a great year!

Holly Gann
Middle School Principal
gannh@fortrecoveryschools.org
(419) 375 - 2815 ext. 301

Dates to Remember
● Oct. 16 - 6th Grade MCSO Detective Talk
● Oct. 18 - First Nine Weeks Ends
● Oct. 21-25 - Red Ribbon Week
● Oct. 22 - Tribe Day
● Oct.  23 - Vision & Hearing Re-Screens
● Oct. 25 - Report Cards Ready
● Oct. 28 -November 1- 8th Grade Washington DC Trip
● Oct.  30 - MS Picture Retakes
● Oct. 30 - 6th Grade Factory Tours
● Nov. 6 - Books & Breakfast @ 7:30 a.m. in Ms. Siegel's Classroom
● Nov. 7 - SADD Club BBQ Chicken Dinners Pickup(Pre-sale Only)



It’s been a busy couple of months at Fort Recovery Elementary School! Along with all of our regular learning 
and activities, we’ve been emphasizing monthly character words, and encouraging students to think about how 
they can embody these traits. September’s word was “Respect.” We had many students who intentionally 
worked to show respect by looking for the value in people and things and treating them with care. October’s 
word is “Responsibility,” so be watching for the ways our students are showing responsibility in the community 
and at home. I’m sure you will see great examples! 

We had a very successful fundraiser last month. Thank you to everyone who bought or sold Cooper’s canned 
meat. The money raised from this fundraiser allows us to provide fun, educational activities and field trips to our 
students. If you ordered canned meat, your order should be coming to you very soon!  

Parent/Teacher Conferences will be held on Nov. 7 and Nov. 12 this fall. We encourage you to schedule a 
conference with your child’s teacher. Scheduling will begin online on Oct. 20 and will continue through Nov. 3. 
The link will be on our website. If you are a parent, please be watching your emails and classroom newsletters 
for reminders soon!

3rd graders will be taking the Ohio State Test in English Language Arts at the end of October. This is a chance 
for teachers, parents, and students to see how the students are doing with the 3rd grade ELA standards. At 
Fort Recovery Local Schools, we take testing security very seriously. If you would like to review our policy, 
please check administrative guideline 2623b under “Board docs - Board policy” on the fortrecoveryschools.org 
webpage. 

FRES is planning a Veterans Day breakfast and program for veterans and seniors on Nov. 8. Please help us by 
inviting any veterans or senior citizens you know who might want to attend our program. Doors open at 9:00am 
and will be over by 10:45am. RSVPs are due by Nov. 1 to the elementary office and can be made by calling 
419-375-2768. We have several speakers, and our students are preparing special artwork, slideshows, and 
patriotic songs for the program. It should be a great program!

Thank you for supporting our staff and students as we 
work together to provide a strong foundation for our 
Fort Recovery kids!

Laura Brandt, FRES Principal
brandtl@fortrecoveryschools.org
(419) 375-2768 ext. 201

Dates to Remember
Oct. 22 & 24 - 3rd Grade State ELA Testing 
Oct. 24 - 3-5 Book Club, 3:30 
Oct. 30 - Picture Retakes
Nov. 7 - Parent/Teacher Conferences
Nov. 8 - Veterans Day Breakfast/Program, 9:15
Nov. 12 - Parent/Teacher Conferences
Nov. 27-Dec. 2 - No School

We celebrated students who have been extra respectful during the month of 
September! In October, we will be focusing on the word "Responsibility." 



2nd graders are 
preparing for our veterans 
Day program. Our 
veterans and Seniors will 
be able to enjoy artwork 
and music from our FRES 
students.



5th Grade Field Trip

On Thursday, October 10th, the 5th graders attended a field trip that included a performance of Charlotte's Web at the 
Victoria Theater, followed by a visit to the Wright-Patterson Air Force Base Museum. At the theater, the students watched    

Boy Scouts Naval Academy Trip

From Friday, April 19 to Sunday, April 21, 2024, the FR Boy 
Scouts of Troop 99 visited Annapolis, Maryland to go to a mass 
meetup of Boy Scouts at the U.S Naval Academy. While they 
were there, they got 2 merit badges, Digital Technology, and 
Signs, Signals, and Codes. The Boy Scouts enjoyed their time 
there as well as being able to communicate with fellow troops.

(From left to right) Gavin Willmann, Andrew Rehmert, Elijah Hawk, 
Jameson Heitkamp,Ben Reinhard, and Lane Zehringer.

Classroom Flag Restoration Project Successful!

Members of the Fort Recovery American Legion Auxiliary cleaned 
the American flags and painted the flag poles for all of the 
elementary classrooms. The flags look like brand new! We 
appreciate the time, effort, and talent they put into this special 
project. The organization also donated American and Ohio flags to 
the elementary/middle school to be flown outside in front of the 
building. Their patriotism to our country and dedication to our 
community and school is to be commended. We can’t thank them 
enough!

The Fort Recovery Future Business 
Leaders of America would like to thank the 
following for their donations to our state 
and national dues:

JR Manufacturing
Cheeseman LLC
Mercer Health

Adopt-A-Family Project Seeking Donations

The FRHS Student Council and FBLA student organizations are 
working to raise funds to support local families at Christmas 
time. Beyond selling pies and desserts, the Student Council and 
FBLA organizations are asking for your help to make this year’s 
Adopt-A-Family Project a success. In the previous years, we 
have helped between 7 and 16 families. It takes thousands 
of dollars to help so many people.  If you would like make a 
donation or adopt a family of your own this Christmas, please 
contact Matt Kerns at 419-375-4111 or 
kernsm@fortrecoveryschools.org.

   Thanks! 

the adaptation of E.B. White’s classic story. After the 
show, students enjoyed talking about the similarities and 
differences between the play and the original book. After 
the theater, the group traveled to the Wright-Patt Air Force 
Base Museum, where they explored various aircraft and 
exhibits. The space exhibit and the Air Force One exhibits 
were popular among the students. Overall, the students 
had a great trip and learned a lot!!



FFA News

Cents for Sawyer
The 24-25 school year 

would have been Sawyer’s 
final year in the elementary 

school as a fifth grader. To help 
remember him, the Elementary 

Student Council will be 
sponsoring a “Cents for 
Sawyer” fundraiser from  

November 4th- November 8th ( 
November 4th was Sawyer’s 

birthday).  Students in 
Preschool through 5th grade 
are encouraged to bring any 

amount of money they wish to 
donate that week in Sawyer’s 

honor. All money raised will be 
donated to the Overman family 

as they continue on the Ninja 
Park construction at the Pool 

Park. Thank you in advance for 
helping out with your support!

Industrial Tech Students are 
Busy!
The industrial tech classes 
have been busy in the shop 
learning about tools and 
equipment and making wavy 
American flags. Great job 
students. 

FFA Soil Judgers
All sophomore FFA members 
participated in the Mercer 
County Soils Contest recently 
where Fort Recovery had the 
1st place team in the county! 
FFA members advanced to 
the district competition and 
placed 4th out of 31 teams. 
Congratulations!

Members Attend Farm 
Science Review
Fort Recovery FFA members 
recently attended the Farm 
Science Review in London, 
Ohio. Students were able to 
see the latest agriculture has 
to offer. 

Feed the Farmers
Members recently 
delivered bag meals to 
farmers in the fields. 
Thanks to all members 
who helped with this 
awesome activity and 
thanks to all the farmers 
for feeding the world. 



FFA News

Cents for Sawyer
The 24-25 school year 

would have been Sawyer’s 
final year in the elementary 

school as a fifth grader. To help 
remember him, the Elementary 

Student Council will be 
sponsoring a “Cents for 
Sawyer” fundraiser from  

November 4th- November 8th ( 
November 4th was Sawyer’s 

birthday).  Students in 
Preschool through 5th grade 
are encouraged to bring any 

amount of money they wish to 
donate that week in Sawyer’s 

honor. All money raised will be 
donated to the Overman family 

as they continue on the Ninja 
Park construction at the Pool 

Park. Thank you in advance for 
helping out with your support!

Industrial Tech Students are 
Busy!
The industrial tech classes 
have been busy in the shop 
learning about tools and 
equipment and making wavy 
American flags. Great job 
students. 

FFA Soil Judgers
All sophomore FFA members 
participated in the Mercer 
County Soils Contest recently 
where Fort Recovery had the 
1st place team in the county! 
FFA members advanced to 
the district competition and 
placed 4th out of 31 teams. 
Congratulations!

Members Attend Farm 
Science Review
Fort Recovery FFA members 
recently attended the Farm 
Science Review in London, 
Ohio. Students were able to 
see the latest agriculture has 
to offer. 

Feed the Farmers
Members recently 
delivered bag meals to 
farmers in the fields. 
Thanks to all members 
who helped with this 
awesome activity and 
thanks to all the farmers 
for feeding the world. 

   Ft. Recovery High School SADD Club & MS SADD Jr
           

BBQ Chicken Dinner
Thursday, November 7, 4:00-6:00 p.m. 

Carryout only 
Fort Recovery Elementary School 

       (Drive-thru pick-up at Pre-K Entrance)                     
$10.00 per meal - Presale Only

(½ chicken, chips, applesauce & dinner roll) 
CCaatteerreedd  bbyy  WWeennddeell’’ss  BBBBQQ   

 Proceeds benefit: 
FRHS SADD Club & MS SADD Jr    

Checks payable to Ft Recovery Schools 
Tickets available from any HS SADD or 

MS SADD Jr member, or from any school 
office.

Americana.  What a great title to experience the history, folklore, cultural heritage, and geography of Fort Recovery, Ohio, and 
the United States to be held at the Fort Recovery School Auditeria on Sunday, November 3rd, from 5 – 9.   Tickets for this 
One-of-a-Kind Auction are $10 each, or a table for 7 or 8 can be reserved for $100.  Tickets are available from Committee 
Members, at BE You Boutique or at the door the night of the auction. Past attendees can vouch for the fact that just the 
delicious food provided by the Psi Iota XI is worth more than the price of admission!

The Auction has something for everyone, from the large and unique items on the live auction (Adrian Grube, Auctioneer), to 
the mid-price silent auction items, to the “everyone has a chance” raffle where for as little as a dollar, the lucky person can take 
home a great prize. New this year - your bid number can be used at all raffles, auctions, and extra raffles and you can check at 
the end of the night using your credit card! 

 Lists of prizes are available at restaurants and businesses around town, on the Fort Recovery One of a Kind Auction 
Facebook page, and on the programs which will be available in mid-October.  Call or text Chairman, Mary Diller at 
419-852-3374, or Nancy Knapke, 419-852-6110 for more information. 









2024 Homecoming King and Queen Crowned
Congratulations 
to the 2024 
Homecoming 
King and 
Queen, Gavin 
Evers and 
Anna 
Roessner. 
Gavin is the 
son of Brad 
and Michelle 
Evers and 
Anna is the 
daughter of 
Matthew and 
Angela 
Roessner.



Fort Recovery Local Schools 
400 E. Butler Street
Fort Recovery, Ohio 45846


